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In November he was reading with intense interest an early copy of Darwin's Origin of Species, sent him by his own desire; and was finishing his " Tithonus," which he forwarded to Thackeray for the Cornhill Magazine \ A letter came from Charles Kingsley:
EVERSLEY, 1859.
MY DEAR TENNYSON,
I wrote for Fraser, September 1850, a review of you, and especially of " In Memoriam." I am now going to publish a set of Miscellanies and thought of including that review. But when I read it through I thought I ought to ask your leave. I felt it almost too personal toward you in its expression of admiration and gratitude for your influence, and in its expression about " In Memoriam." It was necessary to be so then; for, while penny-a-liners were talking vulgar and unkind personalities, I felt bound to tell all whom I could make listen, what a gentleman and a Christian ought to think of you and your work; but I am not sure that you would like all I said there republished now that the bubble is over. Will you say " Yes " or " No " ? and if you will say "Yes," you will deeply gratify me; for I wish to leave behind me some record of what I owe you. Pray remember me to Mrs Tennyson and to your children, whom I do not know alas! I seem destined never to see you. Here I live, as busy as a bee in my parish, and never leave home but for urgent business.
Believe me your devoted  C. KINGSLEY.
Soon after this the Kingsleys paid us a visit. " Charles Kingsley," so my father told me, " talked as usual on all sorts of topics and walked hard up and down the study for hours smoking furiously, and affirming that tobacco was the only thing that kept his nerves quiet." Among the topics discussed were the " Idylls" which Kingsley admired only less than " In Memoriam." Ten thousand copies had been sold in the first week of publication, and hundreds more were selling monthly. The reviews that were best in my father's estimation appeared
1 February, 1860.